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Our mission is to promote  

excellence in early childhood  

inclusion education, and to provide  

a vehicle for long term financial  

and volunteer support for  

Coralwood School.



2009-2010 Coralwood  
Foundation Board of 
Directors

Coralwood School is the only public school in DeKalb County dedicated to serving children with 

special needs between three and six years of age. Our research-based educational model includes 

12 collaborative and co-teaching classrooms in which six to eight children with special needs and 

ten typically developing children are educated together. Research shows that this model results 

in significant gains for special education students, including higher levels of social play, more 

appropriate social interactions and greater gains in language, cognitive and motor development. 

Additionally, Coralwood has four self-contained classrooms that serve children with more severe 

disabilities. Children in the self-contained classes engage in multiple learning experiences with 

typically developing children throughout the school day.

The classrooms at Coralwood are led 

by highly specialized teachers and 

paraprofessionals who cater to a broad 

set of students with varied needs. The 

teachers work closely with the following 

therapists: speech/language, occupa-

tional, physical, vision and recreational. 

Primarily, these therapists provide 

services to children in the classroom and 

include both special needs and typical 

children in various therapies.
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2009-2010 Coralwood School Year
	 # of Students: 	 217
Percentage of students in the following  
categories:
	 Disabilities	 48%
	 Free and Reduced Lunch	 23%
	 Minorities 	 30%
	 # of Home Schools Represented	 45

Coralwood Foundation, Inc. was incorporated in May 2005 to create a permanent endowment fund, 

the income of which is used to promote excellence in early childhood special education at  

Coralwood, and to provide a vehicle for long-term financial and volunteer support for Coralwood. 

The Foundation funds the educational innovations of teachers and other professionals at  

Coralwood and funds a Director of Development who writes grants and raises funds for specific 

educational initiatives.

Currently, the efforts of the Foundation’s Board of Directors are focused on the following initiatives:

•	 Providing learning opportunities, grants for classroom initiatives and professional  

	 development for our school staff;

•	 Supporting the financial goals of the Foundation through fundraisers such as our Silent  

	 Auction and Wine Tasting, as well as grant writing activities;

•	 Working with the DeKalb County School System and the Board of Education to fund the  

	 Master Plan for Coralwood’s campus in order to provide enhanced educational opportunities  

	 for our children;

•	 Implementing a marketing and communications plan that will position Coralwood School as  

	 the premier primary inclusion school in Georgia; 

•	 Launching the website as a central location for comprehensive information about Coralwood,  

	 the Foundation, the PTA, related events and parent resources;

•	 Actively engaging Coralwood alumni, parents and friends in the continued work of the  

	 Foundation through community involvement and outreach as part of the “Coralwood Circle  

	 of Friends” group.

The Foundation views these projects as fundamental elements to improve the education of our 

children now and in the future.
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	 “What’s in it for you?” -Anonymous Coralwood parent

I was asked recently by a Coralwood parent what I get out of serving as President of the Coralwood Foundation.  
He did not understand why I would devote so much time and energy to a school at which I have no children and 
for which I receive no pay.  It made me pause.  “What’s in it for me” is a foreign concept to a volunteer Board  
President of a small non-profit, especially one who has given thousands of man hours and dollars to the  
Coralwood Foundation and the Coralwood Parent Council.  

But it made me think.  I support Coralwood and the Coralwood Foundation because I am making a positive 
difference in the lives of children.  The benefits that my child, Mary Clara, received years ago when she was a 
student here at Coralwood are immeasurable.  She is learning to read, write and ride a bike, although her first 
neurologist doubted she would ever walk or talk.  Her current progress as an elementary student is based pri-
marily on the foundation of love, support and educational opportunities she received at Coralwood.  This is why 
I support the Coralwood Foundation -- I want the Foundation to have the financial means and long term plan to support the inclusion program 
here at Coralwood for future students.  I am “looking forward and giving back.”

So what’s in it for you?  When you serve on the Silent Auction Committee or the Wine Tasting Committee or support these events, you are  
earning money to pay for
•	 Your child’s teacher to learn research-based methodologies to develop your child’s pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills and to fund mini-  
	 grants that encourage teachers to create innovative lesson plans that engage and challenge your child;
•	 Our therapists to receive training to serve children whose services are no longer covered by insurance companies and Medicaid;
•	 The salary of our Director of Development to write grants that fund our technology, outdoor learning, arts and music programs and fund  
	 family events like Turner Day and Family Reading Night;
•	 All our typically developing three year olds to attend Coralwood as a part of our inclusion model, the cost of which is not covered by  
	 government funds;
•	 Your special needs child to have typically developing children to model learning and social behaviors; and
•	 Your typically developing child to learn on a gifted track, to develop leadership skills and to show compassion by valuing children of  
	 differing abilities in a classroom with an unusually high teacher/student ratio and the latest technological tools.

When you give to this year’s Classroom Challenge, you are 
•	 Funding the endowment that will pay for the Director of Development to write grants for programming; 
•	 Supporting a research-based preschool that recognizes the abilities of every child and educates each child based on their individual needs;  
•	 Putting money immediately into your child’s classroom through Classroom Challenge awards for teachers;
•	 Guaranteeing that a nationally recognized inclusion preschool will serve special needs and typically developing children for years  
	 to come; and  
•	 Giving to all the future children of our community and teaching your children to be generous and inclusive.

Current students are reaping the benefits of the generosity and support of prior Coralwood families through their donations and support of the 
Coralwood Foundation.  For example, the 2006 Classroom Challenge raised $68,000 which has been used to build the handicapped accessible 
Nature Trail and Treehouse,  to purchase Promethean ActivBoards for the classrooms and other equipment vital to the welfare and  
education of our students.  Over the past five years, approximately $42,000 has been allocated to teacher training, professional development and  
mini-grants.  Through the Coralwood Foundation, over $315,000 has been raised through special events, grants and in-kind donations.  All of 
these dollars have been wisely invested to enrich our inclusion program which benefits your child today.

Coralwood Foundation keeps our community focused on the long-term vision:  a Master Plan for the entire campus and an endowment to  
support the inclusion program and our Director of Development.  Without volunteers who are willing to devote years of persistent effort, our  
little three year school would revert to the days of the spaghetti supper and bake sale to scrape up a little cash for the essentials. Thanks to people 
like you, we have taken on the challenges of decreased government funding and set incredible goals to expand and improve Coralwood School.  

I support Coralwood Foundation because I love children and support the exceptional inclusive education they receive at Coralwood.  I want to 
express my deepest thanks for the generous donations and countless hours of service by our directors, staff, parents and our many volunteers.  
The Coralwood students receive a richer education because of our community’s commitment to the vision of academic excellence at the  
Coralwood School.  Thank you for your donation to the Classroom Challenge which is truly an investment for future Coralwood students.
Janet Haury, President	
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“We are planting trees under whose shade we will never sit.”   -Greek Proverb

It is an honor and privilege to thank the Coralwood Family for their amazing generosity and support.  The 
2009-10 Classroom Challenge exhibits strong community support and an investment in the lives of our  
students.

Over three years ago, the Coralwood Foundation’s Master Plan Committee began a very ambitious project of 
enhancing the campus to meet the needs of current and future students.  The vision of an improved facility 
and campus was the work of parents, grandparents, teachers, therapists, community volunteers, administra-
tors and board members.  All stakeholders were encouraged to participate in this process and the seeds for a 
brighter future were planted for Coralwood students. 

The Master Plan focused on renovation and additions to the building that included a large therapy room, 
additional classrooms, therapy spaces, parent training space and restrooms.  Teachers, therapists, parents and 

community members participated in the focus groups that helped define the needs of the school.  In 2009 the DeKalb School System awarded 
the design of the project to R. L. Brown, an architectural firm.  The Master Plan process began in 2007 and required persistence and dedication 
from former parents and community volunteers.

Now three years later, all of these efforts are starting to bear fruit.  The handicapped accessible Nature Trail, completed in May 2009, and the 
Treehouse, completed in May 2010, are proof that a committed group can impact future generations of students.  The Nature Trail and Treehouse 
would not have been possible without the dreams, vision and labor of so many 
stakeholders and the 200 families who gave to the 2006 Classroom Challenge.

There is much work left to do to make our vision a reality. Previous families 
have left their handprint on Coralwood with their many contributions of time, 
talent and treasure.  I want to thank each of the families for contributing to the 
2009-10 Classroom Challenge. You are helping the Coralwood Foundation to 
plant more seeds for a brighter future for our students and to continue on our 
journey toward excellence in Early Childhood Special Education.
Rebecca Blanton, Principal

m essa    g e  fro   m  t h e  principal       
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“I was thrilled to see the completion of the Coralwood Treehouse.  Back in 2006, 

with my youngest child in a Kindergarten classroom, we were one of close to 200 

families contributing to that year’s Classroom Challenge earmarked for a capital 

fund for the Coralwood Master Plan.  I knew at that time that it would take a 

while before we would see anything built, and that clearly our kids would be long 

gone by then.  But that did not stop us from giving; we felt very strongly about 

the inclusion program Coralwood offered, and the Coralwood Foundation had a 

clearly articulated long term plan that gave us confidence the project would come 

to fruition years later.  We remain grateful to Coralwood and its Foundation for 

providing an opportunity to be part of something much bigger than ourselves.” 

- Alex Walters, founding member of the Coralwood Foundation



During Fiscal Year 2010, the Coralwood Foundation successfully accomplished the following  

objectives:

•	 Built a $48,125 ADA accessible Treehouse using $41,747 raised from the FY2006 Classroom  

	 Challenge designated for capital improvements in addition to $6,378 in grants;

•	 Provided $5,182 in funding for professional development and conferences for staff;

•	 Presented five teachers/para-professionals with a total of $1,758 in Mini-Grants for Teachers  

	 awards including a yoga program, art workshops and cultural outings, a Promethean ActivBoard,  

	 a speech program using the nature trail, and an Urban Birds event;

•	 Raised $58,000 toward the Endowment Fund through the Classroom Challenge;

•	 Achieved 100% Classroom Challenge giving rate from Coralwood families and the  

	 Foundation Board;

•	 Awarded $7,100 for academic support to 16 classes with 100% participation in the Classroom  

	 Challenge;

•	 Raised $31,694 through the Silent Auction and Wine Tasting; and

•	 Received seven grants totaling $19,916 for Family Reading Night, a kindergarten dance  

	 curriculum, a Family Festival, grounds maintenance, a Promethean ActivBoard, classroom  

	 supplies, adaptive equipment, an industrial-sized moon walk, Wiis and Wii Fits, iPod Nanos,  

	 a soccer program, and a color photo printer.

GRANTS
Allstate Foundation - $500
DeKalb County Board of Health School Nutrition, Physical Activity and 
Tobacco Use Prevention Grant - $5,000
Designated Gift from a Coralwood Family - $5,362
Georgia Council for the Arts
	 Arts Curriculum Enhancement Year Three Grant - $3,750
Kroger - $1,000
Target - $1,500
Turner Broadcasting Inc. - $2,534

IN-KIND GIFTS
Jenny Bell
Chamberlain Blanton Associates Architects
Amy and Todd Cameron
Britton Cloud
Marilee Doran
GameStop
Steve Harrison
Morris Manning and Martin LLP
VSA arts of Georgia

fiscal       year     2 0 1 0  pro   g ress     report    

fiscal       year     2 0 1 0  g rants      an  d  in  - k in  d  g ifts  
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“For the past four years Turner has worked with the  

Coralwood Foundation as a volunteer site for its annual day 

of service, Turner Volunteer Day.  Each year Turner  

Broadcasting accepts proposals for projects that need to 

be completed in the metro-Atlanta area.  For the past four 

years, Coralwood has submitted an outstanding proposal 

that is thoughtful, detailed and demonstrates the direct  

impact for the school and for Turner’s volunteers. We value 

our community relationship with the Coralwood  

Foundation.” 

Erin Malone, Turner Broadcasting Inc.



Coralwood Foundation, Inc. Income Statement  
for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010

During Fiscal Year 2011, the goals and 

objectives of the Coralwood  

Foundation are to:

•	 Secure a financial commitment  

	 from DeKalb County School System  

	 for the Master Plan;

•	 Create a Nature Trail Development  

	 Plan including an irrigation  

	 solution;

•	 Continue to foster an inclusive  

	 environment that promotes  

	 innovative educational  

	 methodologies in the classroom;

•	 Support the financial goals of the  

	 Foundation through the Classroom  

	 Challenge, Silent Auction and Wine  

	 Tasting; and

•	 Engage both current and alumni  

	 parents and community members  

	 to fully support the mission of the  

	 Coralwood Foundation.

f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 1 1 
g oals     an  d  objecti       v es
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Income		  Amount	
	 Contributions	
		  Individual		  $51,561	
		  Corporate matches		  $2,525	
	 	 Corporate	 	 $1,735	
	 Total Contributions		  $55,821	
					   
	 Grants		
		  Corporate and Business		  $10,666	
	 	 Government	 	 $6,357	
		  Individual		  $5,632	
		  Total Grants	 $22,655	
					   
	 Special Events Income	 	
	 	 Special Events Silent Auction sales	 	 $24,773	
	 	 Special Events Ticket Sales	 	 $11,932	
	 Total Special Events Income	 	 $36,705	
					   
	 Sale of investments	 	 $16,700	
	 Dividends and Interest 		  $5,411	
	 Miscellaneous Revenue	 	 $712	
	
					   
Total Income	 $138,004	
					   
Expenses		
	 Contract Services		
		  Outside Contract Services		  $61,268	
		  Director of Development		  $14,050	
	 Total Contract Services	 	 $75,318	
					   
	 Awards and Grants		
	 	 Classroom Challenge Awards	 	 $5,887	
		  Teacher Mini-Grants		  $1,628	
	 Total Awards and Grants	 	 $7,515	
					   
	 Operations		
		  Supplies		  $10,501	
	 	 Children’s Entertainment	 	 $1,032	
		  Facilities Rental		  $3,048	
		  Printing, Copying, Postage		  $1,180	
	 	 Postage	 	 $374	
		  Food and drink		  $289	
	 Total Operations		  $16,423	
					   
	 Travel and Meetings		
		  On-site training		  $3,985	
		  Conference, Convention, Meeting		  $2,232	
		  Travel		  $251	
	 Total Travel and Meetings		  $6,468	
					   
	 Equipment Expense	 	 $6,724	
					   
	 Administrative Expenses	 	
	 	 Depreciation	 	 $3,867	
		  Software		  $1,082	
	 	 Equipment	 	 $1,055	
	 	 Insurance 	 	 $874	
	 	 Review Expense	 	 $755	
		  Miscellaneous Administrative		  $30	
	 Total Administrative Expenses	 	 $7,663	

					   
Total Expenses	 $120,111	
					   
Net Income	 $17,893	



Coralwood Foundation, Inc. Balance Sheet for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010

7

I am amazed at how the Treehouse has served to foster 

my son Jack’s academic, physical, and emotional growth. 

On the first day of summer vacation he asked to ride his 

bike straight to the Treehouse so he could complete les-

sons in his Social Studies book. Magic! But I know it was 

no magic that brought the Nature Trail and Treehouse to 

Coralwood. Thank you for all that you do for the school.

-Page Anderson, Coralwood Parent

ASSETS						    
	 Current Assets	
		  Checking	 $11,992
		  Savings	 $1,683
	 	 Total Checking & Savings	 $13,675
						    
		  Accounts Receivable	 $251
	 Total Current Assets	 $13,926
						    
	 Long Term Investments (at market value)	
	 	 Capital Fund	 $17,761
	 	 Endowment Fund	
	 	 	 Vanguard Money Market	 $27,139
			   Vanguard Conservative Growth	 $133,826
			   Vanguard Income	 $39,565
	 	 	 Vanguard Moderate Growth	 $66,017
	 	 Total Endowment Fund	 $266,547
	 Total Long Term Investments	 $284,308
						    
	 Fixed Assets		
	 	 Equipment	 $31,101
		  Accumulated Depreciation	 -$8,098
	 Total Fixed Assets	 $23,003
						    
TOTAL ASSETS		  $321,237
						    
						    
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	
						    
	 Liabilities	 	 	
		  Accounts Payable	 $3,506
	 Total Liabilities	 $3,506
						    
	 Retained Earnings	
	 	 Opening Balance Retained Earnings	 $160,701
	 	 Unrestricted Net Assets	 $139,137
	 	 Net Income	 $17,893
	 Total Retained Earnings	 $317,731
						    
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $321,237
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Vision Circle ($5,000+)
Jessica and Kevin Bandy

Dedication Circle ($1,000 - $4,999)
Frank Belatti
Amy & Todd Cameron
Francis P. Dillard
Mary Love & Jamie Garverick
Laura & Jack Hall
Stacy & Matt Keadey
Jeanine & Fred Norris
Cindy Patrick & George Emmert
Pamela & Andy Pick
Jennifer & Phil Sedlack
Laura Spier
Kristen L. Ulven & Daniel R. McKeithen

Pride Circle ($500 - $999)
Rebecca & Frank Blanton
Kataska & K. Patrick  Davis
Dana & Sean Dolan
Jean & Lester Drezek
Christine & Brad Furr
Susan & Bill Garrett
Sylvia & Terry Goggin
Joanie & Mike Gross
Valerie & Steve Harrison
Janet Haury
Sonya Tinsley & Jeep Hook
Jammie & Harry Hudson
Jan & Gregory Jay
Christine & Jonathan Kaufman
Michelle & Bill Kelly
Jim Kisla
Gretchen & David Pawloski
Lucy & Mike Reid
Alexa Ross
Alyson & Jason Watson
Diania & Lesley Wood
Rochelle & Mo Yasine
Imelda & Tim Yoon

Spirit Circle ($250 - $499)
Page Anderson &  Dan Whitaker
Elena Badiuzzi & Bill Ruck
Suzanne Baker & Britton Cloud
Sharon & Todd Balfanz
Terri & Brian Burns
Kathryn & Larry Chambless
Lori & Derek Clifton
Elise & Scott Douglas
Betsy & Logan Driskell
Tricia & Matt Fazio
Shivaprakash Gangappa
Wendy & Jeffrey Henderson
Aimee & Michael Hoffer
Elizabeth & Seth Hyman
Ada & Howard Kaufman
Tiffany & Matthew Kellaway
Becky & Bryan Kidd
Christina & Scott McCormack
Jodi & David McMahon
Sarah Merkle & Brian Murphey
Cassandra & Robert Moore
Monica Maria Newsome
Paula & Ricardo Pinnock
Rosemary & Edgar Ramsey
Crissie  & Todd Sensing
Catherine & John Shires
Becky & Steve Smith
Annette & Mark St. Onge
April & Corey Swain
Adene & Harry Waldrop
Deslie Webb
Kristen & Scott White
Brett & Seth Williams

Supporter Circle (up to $249)
Sarah & Andy Abend
Paula & Craig Ackerman
Holly Adams

Melissa & Michael Albuquerque
Carrie & Evan Anderson
Saba Ashraf & Fariborz Zolali
Carmen Avent
Martina & Max Baerman
Elaine Barton
Shari & Lawrence Bayer
Jennifer & David Bell
Michele & Steven Berkowitz
Gina Bernard
Louise & Ted Betsch
Eder Bibiano
Kathy & Alisa Bouer-Schlitt
Julie & Timothy Bowers
Candice & Darren Brown
Gay & Ken Buxton
Rob & Clay Calhoun
Vanessa Callaway
Maryjayne & Gary Carter
Elizabeth & Oscar Catalon
Carrie Cave
Petra Cermakova
Courtney & Kendall Clark
Kathy Cliette-Jones
Amber & Drew Cocks
Kameha & Timothy Collier
Tanya & Jim Curry
Orvia & Donovan Cushnie
Ursula Daniels
Natalie & Bill Darling
Pauline & Ervin Daugherty
Jennifer Daves
Lauren & Efraim Davidson
Ann deVaux & Kim Lee
Mette & John Dear
Dana & Keith Delmar
Gloria Diaz
Marilee & John Doran
Brenda S. & Walter E. Dupree
Rebekah & Chris Edmonds
Angelyn P. Edwards & Mary E. Porch
Terry Egdal
Bonnie & Robert Espy
Kim & Charlotte Fleischer
Claire Lee & Andrew Fleming
Jacky Fleshel
Inger & Patrick Fletcher
Christy & Mike Francis
Kellie Garrett
Gina Giannone & Allen Rosenfeld
Rebecca Grijalva
Robin Amenia & Walter Grosh
Laura Hand
Pamela & Brian Hefner
Kristin & John Heneghan
Martha & Brian Herbert
Carmen Weishan Herold
Tricia Herold & Robert Weishan
Holly & Tommy Hidell
Nina Hill
Anne Hindman
Stephanie Kieszak Holloway & Richard 
Holloway
Darcy Hopka
Sherry & Tim Howard
Melissa & Derek Hummel
Martha & Dan Hummer
Joy & Matthew Hurd
Jessica & Rick Inskeep
Susan Johanson
Sathish John & Priya Dayamani
Leena Martina-Johnson and Maurice 
Johnson
Paige & Jeff Jones
Penny & Bill Keadey
Linda Kendrick
Suneela Khanwani
Anna Mary & David Leng Kho
Virginia & Kevin Kilgore
Tricia & Bruce King
Jenn & Denis Kler

Caron Knight
Sharon & Marc Lafountain
Elizabeth & William Laing
Sandy Leff
Amy & Matt Leiter
Carla & Leonard Lewis
Kristen & Scott Logan
Holly & George Luber
Terrene S. Maker
Carolene “Toni” Mallory
Rachel & Massimo Mariano
Wendy Maxey
Jennifer & Michael Mazarky
Laba & Fatou Mbengue
April & Shaun McCarthy
Jacqueline & Harry McKinight
Sara & Tom McKlin
Kristi & Sean Meadows
Tara & Jay Merchant
Sharon & Brian Misnuner
Jennifer & Mike Morris
Jennifer Morris-Scott & Lovell Scott
Nancy & Danny Moyer
Narayan & Laxmi Naik
Sharli & Brandon Nolen
Sharon & Ousman Nyane
Holly & Eric Ortlund
Jennifer & Greg Peay
Angela & Jose Perez
Lilian & Mario Pleitez
Nancy Porter 
Leisa & Anthony Powers
Peggy & Matthew Price
Denise & James Clayton Purvis
Dana Rabman
Miriam & Derric Raggs
Holly & Dana Rector
Catherine & Andy Reese
Katrina & Hosea Reeves
Carolann C Reiter
Christina & Patrick Risco-Turner
Karen & Gregory Roseberry
Emily Roth
Colleen & Tom Rowland
Laura Russell
Jessica & Brian Santucci
Meg & James Scheid
David & Marcie-Jo Kresnow Sedacco
Janna & Aaron Seskin
Robin & Ben Shackleford
Tiffany & Chris Showalter
Julia & Steven Simoneaux
Kelley S. Scanlon & Thomas H. Sinks Jr
Sheri & Matt Slappey
Tracey Paul & Monica Smith
Melanie Snipes
Michelle & Jan Sorensen
Eva & Adam Soyah
Cheri & J. Tracy Stakley
Rebecca & Jennifer Stapel-Wax
Susan & John Stembel
Stacey & Vajra Stratigos
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Stringer Jr
Jacala & Bruce Swanson
Paula Swartzberg
Tiffany & James Tabor
Carol & Michael Taylor
Jennifer & Anthony Tiberia
Maija & Rick Urban
Drs. Kim Krinsky & Luis Valdes
Veronica & Francisco Valezula
Jennifer & James Vaughan
Susan & Rutland Walker
Alejandro Walters
Melissa Walton
Travonda Walton
Leisa Wamsley
Susan Warlick & George Marshall
Elizabeth & Matthew Washburn
Adelina & Keith Wasser
Lynda Weaver

Heather Webb
Kammi & Charles Wesley
Shelly & Larry White
April & Mark Wilburn
Shalah & Akkadh Williams
Erica Williams
Julie & Greg Wilson
Stephanie Saucier Wodinsky
Alex & Dave Wright
Celia Wynn
Sheila & Ed Zawacki
Rachel D. & David J. Zgonc
Stefanie & Will Zuber

Corporate Matches
Accenture
Aetna Life
Allstate Foundation
AT&T
Bank of America
BCD Travel
Harry Hudson Insurance Agency
IBM
Kimberly-Clark
McCamish Systems
Nordson Corporation
Oracle Corp
Siegel-Templeton Fund of The Community 
Foundation
The Boston Consulting Group, Inc.
The Coca-Cola Company
Time Warner
Turner Broadcasting System, Inc.
UnitedHealthcare


